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W E L C O M E  F R O M  T H E  B G A  P A R E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N

Welcome to the
2026-27 School Year!
Whether your family is new to BGA or has been part of our
community for years, we're glad you're here as we begin a
new year with the BGA Parent Association.

Inside this guide, you'll find information about how to stay
connected, informed, and involved at BGA. Every parent and
guardian has different schedules and interests, and we hope
you'll find opportunities that fit your availability and areas of
interest.

Whether you're ready to dive in or just looking to learn more,
please reach out to me or any member of the Parent Association
Board. You'll find our contact information on page 12 — we'd love
to hear from you.

One of the best ways to stay informed is by reading BGA Sound
Waves, our weekly newsletter delivered every Thursday afternoon.
Along with schoolwide updates, you'll find links to information
specific to the ELC, Lower School, Middle School, and Upper School
— be sure to check those each week.

We'll kick off the 2026-27 school year with our all-school event,
Wildcat Welcome, on Friday, September 4, at the Glen Echo
Campus — an evening to celebrate our community and watch
the Wildcat varsity football team take on Pearl-Cohn High School. 
Please register here so we can plan for your arrival — we look
forward to seeing you there.

Wishing you and your family a fantastic start to the school year,

Cara Deese
President, BGA Parent Association
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U P C O M I N G  P A R E N T  E V E N T S  &  F U N D R A I S E R S

What's Ahead for 2026-27
Watch for updates in Sound Waves as fundraisers and events draw near.

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

JANUARY & FEBRUARY

MARCH & APRIL

MAY

Fall Uniform Consignment Sale: August 7-8. See the Consignment Sale section for information on
consigning, volunteering, and shopping.

Roar Store Opens — BGA's official spirit wear store, with proceeds benefiting the Parent Association's
schoolwide wish list fund.

Wildcat Welcome: September 4. This all-school tailgate is hosted by the Academy in the quad of the
Glen Echo Campus. The pep band and cheerleaders host a pep rally before families take the Wildcat
Walk to Guffee-Brown Stadium for the home football season opener against Pearl-Cohn High School.

BGA Boulevard Tailgating

Parent Socials (dates TBD, communicated by class liaisons)

Fall Mum Sale

Wreath Sale (late November)

Chili Cook-Off

Denim & Diamonds tickets on sale

Spring Plant Sale

Denim & Diamonds: March 13 at The Factory

Tug T-Shirt Sale

Middle School Tug & Upper School Tug

Jamboree

Faculty Appreciation Luncheon

Lower School Field Day & Lower School Tug

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY



04

Stay Connected
With BGA

Download the BGA App
The Battle Ground Academy app is the easiest way to stay connected on the go — find quick links to
myBGA, fundraisers, the school's social channels, and more! This year, you can also join Class of
groups through the app. Download it free on the App Store or Google Play.

JOIN YOUR CLASS OF GROUP
Every grade has its own group in the BGA app, where families can connect, share reminders, and
coordinate with their Class of co-chairs throughout the year. Here's how to join.

1

Download the App
Get the BGA app free on the App

Store or Google Play.

2

Open the App
From the home screen, tap the 

Groups icon (circled above).

3

Enter Your Code
Type in your student's grade-level

code below to join.

Group Codes by Grade

12th BGA2027

11th BGA2028

10th BGA2029

9th BGA2030

8th BGA2031

7th BGA2032

6th BGA2033

5th BGA2034

4th BGA2035

3rd BGA2036

2nd BGA2037

1st BGA2038

Kindergarten BGA2039

ELC 3s ELC3s

ELC Jr. Kindergarten ELCJrK

ELC Pre-Kindergarten ELCPreK

Need help? Contact Monica Frazier, Director of Parent Engagement, at monica.frazier@mybga.org or 615-567-8351.
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F I N D  U S  O N  S O C I A L S

Current Families
Facebook Group
The BGA Parent Association operates the Current Families Facebook Group. This group is closed, and
membership is limited to parents and guardians of current students. By joining, you agree to abide by
BGA community standards and the spirit, policy, and rules posted in the group's About section. Those who
violate the rules may have their posts removed or membership suspended or revoked.

GROUP RULES
Please consider the community standards expressed in your Parent Handbook and The BGA Way when
interacting in the group, and please don't:

Deleting Content & Removing Members
Group administrators reserve the right to delete comments and remove or block users who do not
follow the guidelines above. The determination of prohibited use or objectionable content is at the
sole discretion of the administrators and the Academy.

Engage in cyberbullying of any kind, including insulting, targeting, or excluding any individuals — including
school administrators and trustees, faculty and staff, parents, students, alumni, or others affiliated with
the school. These posts will be removed immediately.
Put down individuals or other organizations.
Discriminate in any way.
Post about concerns, problems, or conflicts with individual teachers, administrators, students, or parents.
Post about private events unless all students in the class are invited.
Make inflammatory statements or allegations against individuals or organizations. Threats of physical or
verbal abuse will be reported to the authorities, and the offender may be removed or blocked from the
group.
Post confidential information, such as student grades, disciplinary proceedings, health conditions,
personal family matters, or anything generally considered personal or private.
Post school location information that could pose a risk to students.
Advertise goods or services, though you may thank partners and contributors.
Publish content created by others as your own.
Post pictures of other parents without their express permission.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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W A Y S  T O  G E T  I N V O L V E D

Volunteer Opportunities
BGA's Parent Association strengthens the connection between home and school and
enhances the experience of every BGA student. The generosity of our parent volunteers
makes BGA a better place for its students, faculty, staff, and families. Volunteering is a good
way to connect with our community, with opportunities to fit a range of interests and
schedules.

See page 10 for SignUp links, or contact the indicated co-chair to take on a leadership role. As always, feel
free to reach out to any member of the Parent Association Board with questions.

ADMISSIONS EVENTS & LIAISONS
Sign up to be contacted when parent volunteers are needed for admissions events, and share what
makes BGA a great fit for prospective families. Each division needs a liaison to work closely with the
admissions coordinator to welcome new families and help them navigate their first year at BGA. Contact
your divisional co-chair if you are interested in this role.

BAND
Band instructors need help planning for concerts, including refreshments, decorations, and other needs
ahead of and during performances. A liaison role is also needed to work closely with the band instructors
and coordinate additional volunteers. Contact the arts co-chairs to step into the liaison role.

BOOK FAIR (LOWER SCHOOL)
Our LS librarian and media specialist hosts one book fair per school year and needs volunteers to set up,
assist shoppers, and work the register.

CAMPUS DECORATIONS
Each division decorates its campus for holidays and special events throughout the year. Chairs are
needed at both campuses to schedule decorating dates and oversee the effort, and many volunteers are
needed to decorate halls, porches, and lobbies. The ELC and Lower School decorate for nearly every
occasion, while the Middle and Upper Schools decorate for fall, Homecoming, Halloween, and Christmas.
Contact your divisional co-chairs to lead at your campus.

CHORUS
Chorus instructors need help planning for concerts, including refreshments, decorations, and other needs
ahead of and during performances. A liaison role is also needed to work closely with the chorus instructor
and coordinate additional volunteers. Contact the arts co-chairs to step into the liaison role.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  C O N T I N U E D

CLASS LIAISON
Two volunteers are needed per grade to partner with teachers and administration and enhance the
classroom experience. Formerly known as "room parents," class liaisons serve as primary communicators
for school and class-specific information, welcome new families to the community, and host an annual
grade-level parent social. Divisional responsibilities vary and may include:

Liaisons also organize one faculty and staff appreciation breakfast per semester and coordinate
community care (celebrations or comfort) for BGA families and staff during major life events. Contact
your divisional co-chairs to volunteer.

DENIM & DIAMONDS
The premier fundraiser for the Parent Association features dinner, live music, dancing, and a silent and live
auction. The Head of School appoints co-chairs, but many volunteers are needed to fill committees
responsible for the auction, catering, decorations, sponsorships, and event-day support. This is a good
opportunity to meet parents from across all divisions while raising funds that enhance every student's
experience at BGA.

DRAMA
The Middle School and Upper School drama instructors need help planning performances, including
refreshments, decorations, and other needs ahead of and during events. A liaison role is needed for both
divisions to work closely with the drama instructors and coordinate additional volunteers. Contact the arts
co-chairs to step into the liaison role.

EVENT FLORAL ARRANGING
If you enjoy flower design, BGA could use your help adding style to school events. Vases and flowers are
provided — bring your creative eye and flair with flowers.

FACULTY APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
Held the first Wednesday in May, this event is a meaningful way to recognize our dedicated faculty and
staff. The Parent Association provides a catered lunch; chairs and volunteers are needed at all three
divisions to lead and host the event. Contact your divisional co-chairs if you are interested in chairing.

ELC & Lower School: Coordinate class parties and festivities.

Middle School: Support Jamboree and assemble themed baskets for the Denim & Diamonds auction.

Upper School: Lead Project Graduation fundraising.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  C O N T I N U E D

GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL FRIENDS DAYS
These divisional celebrations invite grandparents and special friends to visit campus for simulated
classroom experiences, fine arts performances, student art galleries, and more. Volunteer opportunities
will be shared as events approach.

JAMBOREE
A day of games, prizes, inflatables, food, and music for Middle and Upper School each April at the Glen
Echo Campus, ending with the MS Tug over the creek. Two co-chairs and many parent volunteers are
needed. Contact the Middle and Upper School co-chairs to help.

LOWER SCHOOL FIELD DAY
Two chairs and many volunteers are needed to bring this special day to our Lower School students. The
day is spent outdoors on the Glen Echo Campus, ending with the fourth-grade tug. Co-chairs work closely
with the Lower School wellness instructor to coordinate events and volunteers. Contact the Lower School
co-chairs if you are interested in chairing.

LS & MS LIBRARY HELPERS
Librarians sometimes need help shelving books or staffing the checkout desk so they're free to help
students find the books and resources they need.

PARENT ASSOCIATION BOARD
If you are ready to take your volunteering further, consider joining the Parent Association Board. The
president, president-elect, Denim & Diamonds co-chairs, and Wildcat co-chairs are appointed positions;
there are also opportunities to serve as arts co-chairs, divisional co-chairs, communications chair,
secretary, and treasurer. All positions are two-year commitments, and nominations are taken in the
spring. Prior experience in a leadership role, such as co-chair or liaison, is recommended but not required.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  C O N T I N U E D

ROAR STORE
The Roar Store runs on the dedication of BGA parent volunteers. We need help during business hours to
assist shoppers, run the checkout register, and fill online orders as they come in — and volunteers enjoy a
20% discount during their shift. New volunteer hours will be shared closer to the start of school; watch for
updates in Sound Waves.

SENIOR CELEBRATIONS
Many parent volunteers are needed for events throughout the senior year, including senior games, senior
breakfasts, and Project Graduation night, an all-night, chemical-free celebration for seniors. Fundraisers
such as the Consignment Sale and Chili Cook-Off help pay for these senior-year activities. Two chairs,
selected by the school, lead Senior Celebrations — a meaningful way to be part of these milestones
before your student graduates.

SPIRIT SQUAD
The Spirit Squad is all about school spirit, community, and raising awareness as we celebrate the impact
of the BGA Fund (not direct solicitations). Volunteers help with fun, visible moments throughout the year,
from handing out spirit packs during Wildcat Welcome to decorating campus, cheering in carlines, and
delivering treats on Founders Day of Giving. It's an easy and enjoyable way to get involved, connect with
other parents, and support the BGA experience across every division.

As the school's most important philanthropic effort, the BGA Fund supports every aspect of the Academy.
It ensures we can continue our mission to enhance programming that ignites and nurtures student
curiosity, intellect, and character.

TEACHER PREP DAY (ELC & LOWER SCHOOL)
One day a month, parent volunteers come to the ELC and Lower School to help teachers with cutting,
laminating, sorting, and other prep work. A chair is needed to set dates and communicate with teachers,
and volunteers are needed to help with the work. Contact your divisional co-chairs to volunteer.

VISUAL ART
Art instructors need help planning and hosting art shows and exhibitions, including hanging artwork and
providing refreshments and decorations. A liaison role is also needed to work closely with the visual art
instructors and coordinate additional volunteers as needed for events. Contact the arts co-chairs to step
into the liaison role.

All liaisons and chairs are responsible for following the chairperson responsibilities outlined in Article II of the
Parent Association by-laws. More information about the Parent Association is available on the Parent Resources
page on myBGA.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  C O N T I N U E D

Volunteer Sign-Ups
Volunteering for BGA activities throughout the year is a good way to meet other parents and give back to
the community. If you're not sure where to start, fill out our Volunteer Interest Form, and more information
will be shared as it becomes available.

BGA uses SignUp, an online sign-up and reminder tool, to organize volunteer opportunities for 2026-27.

HOW IT WORKS
Follow any of the links below to see SignUp opportunities.

Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) that work for you.

Sign up. You will not need to register an account or keep a password on SignUp.

Divisional Opportunities

All-School Opportunities

SignUp does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your personal email, contact one of
your divisional co-chairs, and they can sign you up manually.

1. 

2. 

3. 

Early Learning Center Volunteer Opportunities

Lower School Volunteer Opportunities

Middle School Volunteer Opportunities

Upper School Volunteer Opportunities

Back-to-School Consignment Sale

Roar Store — sign-up information will be shared in August.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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P A R E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N

Organization Chart
PARENT ASSOCIATION

President / President-Elect

B O A R D  &  A P P O I N T E D  C O - C H A I R S

Secretary Treasurer Communications Chair

ELC Co-Chairs Lower School Co-Chairs Middle School Chair Upper School Co-Chairs

Arts Co-Chairs Denim & Diamonds Co-Chairs Wildcat Co-Chairs

Senior Celebrations Co-Chairs BGA Boulevard

Good to Know
Grade-level class liaisons will be in touch via email at the start of the school
year to introduce themselves.

Monica Frazier, Director of Parent Engagement, serves as the school's liaison
to the Parent Association Board. Reach her at monica.frazier@mybga.org.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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2 0 2 6 - 2 7  P A R E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N

Board Members &
Contact Information
PRESIDENT
Cara Deese
caradeese@hotmail.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Elizabeth Etherton
etherton.elizabeth@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Emily Walker
emilyleahwalker@gmail.com

TREASURER
Carla Moyer
carlamoyer@me.com

COMMUNICATIONS
Cheryl Kovacs
cheryl@ikovacs.com

EARLY LEARNING CENTER CO-CHAIRS
Kirra Pugh & Samantha Harber
otoole.kirra@gmail.com · samannpar@gmail.com

LOWER SCHOOL CO-CHAIRS
Rebecca Warren & Katherine Lee '03
rebeccawarren@gmail.com · kbender9485@gmail.com

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHAIR
Jill Conklin
jillconklin427@gmail.com

UPPER SCHOOL CO-CHAIRS
Dipendra Chattopadhyay & Amanda Greene
dipendro@gmail.com · amanda.elewis@gmail.com

ARTS CO-CHAIRS
Alison McMahan & Julie Costanzo
alisoneffinger@hotmail.com ·
julie_costanzo@yahoo.com

DENIM & DIAMONDS CO-CHAIRS
Lesley Bartley & Sarah Jagger
lhbartley07@gmail.com · sarah.c.jagger@gmail.com

WILDCAT CO-CHAIRS
Stephanie Haera & Kate Farmer
stephhaera@gmail.com · k8farmer@gmail.com

SENIOR CELEBRATIONS CO-CHAIRS
Natalie Griffith, Leigh-Ann Miller & Lauren Medsker
natally1979@hotmail.com · franklinevent@yahoo.com ·
lauren.s.medsker@gmail.com

BGA BOULEVARD
Heidi Parkerson
hcparkerson@gmail.com

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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C O N S I G N M E N T  S A L E

Fall Sale: August 7-8
Portico in front of Armistead Hall

Find much-needed uniform items for the rest of the school year, or pass on clothes your children have
outgrown at the BGA uniform consignment sale. We accept gently used uniforms, jackets and hoodies,
spirit wear, blue blazers, choir clothes, and belts. We do not resell jeans, damaged or stained clothing, or
sports uniforms.

DROP-OFF

SALE

To register as a consignor, use the BGA Consignor
Registration link. Questions? Text Anna Lauren
Hesson at (615) 521-6808. Sellers keep 100% of
proceeds or may donate to Project Graduation
2027.

PREPARING YOUR ITEMS
Hanging: Hang or pin all items to wire hangers with
the hook facing the right shoulder of the garment. Pin
tags to the left shoulder. Do not fold pants over the
hanger bar — pin the waist to the hanger as you
would a skirt.

Tagging: Use plain white 3x5 notecards, attached
with 1-inch (or larger) safety pins. We do not accept
stained or torn clothing, and items must meet current
school uniform requirements.

Pricing: Price items at one-quarter to one-third of the
original purchase price, in whole-dollar increments.
Consignors receive 100% of proceeds or may choose
to donate proceeds to Project Graduation.

Volunteer
Volunteers are needed for all days and times and get to shop the pre-sale on Friday from 1-3 p.m.
Responsible teens may also earn service hours. Sign up for a shift here. Spring sale dates will be
announced via Sound Waves in the second semester.

Thursday, August 6, from 9 a.m. to noon and 4-7
p.m.

Friday, August 7, from 9 a.m. to noon

Friday, August 7, from 4-7 p.m.

Saturday, August 8, from 9 a.m. to noon

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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S H O P  &  S U P P O R T

Free Money for BGA
Last year, BGA families raised thousands of dollars for the school simply by shopping at Kroger and Publix.
Funds raised through these programs have helped the BGA Parent Association purchase items for the arts
and athletic programs and classrooms across both campuses. Sign up using the instructions below and
start shopping.

KROGER

PUBLIX

Create a free Kroger digital account at Kroger.com.

Link your card to BGA by searching and selecting our school.

Use your Kroger card with any purchase to earn rewards for BGA.

Sign up for a free Club Publix account, click Publix Partners, and select BGA.

Every time you check out at Publix, enter your phone number or pay with the Publix app to earn rewards
for BGA.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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B G A  B O U L E V A R D

Tailgating Rules & Map
The Wildcat Club is bringing back BGA Boulevard, our official Wildcat fan tailgating zone, for the 2026-27
school year. The boulevard officially opens for tailgating on Friday, September 25. Join us before each
home football game and at select athletic events throughout the year.

TAILGATING RULES

TAILGATING MAP
The official BGA Boulevard tailgating zone is marked below. The creekside is reserved for parking only, not tailgating.

Setup begins at 5 p.m.; fans are asked to clean up their tailgate by 10 p.m. on game day.

All trash should be taken to the dumpster by the tennis courts.

No grilling on campus unless permitted.

BGA is an alcohol- and tobacco-free campus.

2026-27 PARENT ASSOCIATION GUIDE BATTLE GROUND ACADEMY
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